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KILTS Database – Autumn 2025

Welcome to the Kids’ Literature Scotland database of children’s authors 
based in Scotland and their books. Here you’ll find a wide range 
of picture books, early chapters books and middle grade books for 
your classroom, library or bookshop shelves. This database is 
intended to showcase the work of authors in Scotland and to get 
more of these books into the hands of children who will hopefully be 
inspired to become the next generation of writers themselves.

You can search the database (using the search tool or holding down 
control + F) by author name, book title, genre, theme or year published. If 
you’re a teacher looking for classroom resources, click on the hyperlinks 
to take you to the authors’ websites where these are available.

If you’re an author based in Scotland and you’d like your work added to 
the database, please contact the KILTS team: KidlitScotland@gmail.com

The database will be updated at the end of January and July each year.



Picture Book Database – Traditionally Published Books 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

A 

2024 4 - 8 Pandora and the 
Story Forge Gaynor Andrews Fantasy Storytelling Fantasy 

World Yes 

2024 3 - 7 The Great Highland 
Games Chase Kate Abernethy Humorous Fiction Counting,  

Highland Games 
Scottish 

Highlands No 

A

https://gaynorandrews.online/activities-resources/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

B 

2025 3 - 7 Not the End of 
the World Talya Baldwin Non-Fiction: 

History 
History, Nature, Myths & 

Legends, Community St Kilda No 

2015 3 - 7 The Little House by 
the Sea Benedict Blathwayt Contemporary 

Issue: Family 

Crofting & Farm Life, 
Seaside, Animals, 

Friendship 

Scottish 
Seaside No 

2015 3 - 7 Tig and Tag Benedict Blathwayt Contemporary 
Issue: Family 

Island Life, Animals, Sheep, 
Humour, 

Friendship 

Scottish 
Farm No 

2016 3 - 7 Bear’s Adventure Benedict Blathwayt Adventure Toys Coming to Life, 
Friendship, Adventure Tobermory No 

2017 3 - 7 Bella Goes to Sea Benedict Blathwayt Adventure Animals, Friendship, Birds, 
Overcoming Fear 

Scottish 
Seaside No 

2021 3 - 7 Be Quiet, Bramble! Benedict Blathwayt Adventure Farming, Animals, Humour, 
Cows, Friendship 

Scottish 
Farm No 

2024 3 - 7 Pebble the Pony Benedict Blathwayt Adventure Making Friends, Animals, 
Overcoming Fear 

Fictional 
Town No 

2025 3 - 7 Skye the Dinosaur Benedict Blathwayt Fantasy Friendship, Bullying, Self-
Confidence, Acceptance 

Scottish 
Islands No 

2014 4 - 7 The Dragon Stoorworm Theresa Breslin Folk Tales Traditional 
Scottish Tales Scotland No 

2018 4 - 7 Mary Queen of Scots: 
Escape from the Castle Theresa Breslin Historical 

Fiction Mary, Queen of Scots Lochleven 
Castle No 

B



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

C 

2025 3 - 6 The Sleigh Queens 
Save Christmas Seán Casey 

Fantasy, 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

LGBTQ+, 
Kindness, Family, 

Individuality, 
Confidence, 

Contemporary 
Home & 
Theatre No 

2019 3 - 7 
The Prince and the 
Witch and the Thief 

and the Bears 

Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction, 
Fairy Tales 

Storytelling, 
Cooperation, 

Kindness 

Fairytale 
World No 

2021 3 - 7 Inch and Grub Alastair Chisholm Humorous & 
Historical Fiction 

Showing Off, 
Sharing, Cavemen 

Caveman 
World No 

2021 4 - 7 The Tale of the Valiant 
Ninja Frog Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction, 

Fairy Tales 
Storytelling, 

Small is Mighty 
Fairytale 

World No 

2023 3 - 7 One Hungry Dragon Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction, 
 Fairy Tales Counting Fairytale 

World Yes 

2024 4 - 7 Space Pirate Bears Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction, 
Science Fiction 

Storytelling, 
Cooperation Outer Space Yes 

2024 3 - 7 Moira Coo Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction Self-Belief, Friendship, 
Highland Cows 

Scottish 
Highlands Yes 

2025 3 - 7 One Cheeky Octopus Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction, 
Fairy Tales 

Counting, 
Sharing Underwater Yes 

2025 3 - 7 One Silly Sausage Dog Alastair Chisholm Humorous Fiction Counting, 
Dogs Local Park No 

C

https://alastairc.com/resources/one-hungry-dragon/one-hungry-dragon-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/space-pirate-bears/space-pirate-bears-activity-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/moira-coo/moira-coo-activity-sheet.pdf


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

D 

2023 3 - 6 Grizzly Ben Alan Dapré 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development, Humour 

Feelings & Emotions 
(Frustration, 
Grumpiness,  

the Unexpected) 

Contemporary 
Home & 
Garden 

Yes 

2025 3 - 6 My Dog Max Alan Dapré 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

Caring for and 
Rehoming a Pet, 

Empathy, Kindness, 
Taking Responsibility 

Family Home 
& Rehoming 

Centre 
Yes 

2014 5 - 7 The Tale of Tam Linn Lari Don Folktale Magic, Bravery, 
Shapeshifting, Fairies 

Scottish 
Borders No 

2016 5 - 7 The Secret of the 
Kelpie Lari Don Folktale 

Kelpies, Horses, 
Shapeshifting, Family, 

Danger of Water 
Highland Loch No 

2018 5 - 7 The Treasure of the 
Loch Ness Monster Lari Don Folktale 

Poverty, Hunger, 
Treasure-Hunting, 

Danger and Rescue, 
Nessie 

Loch Ness No 

2020 5 - 7 The Legend of the First 
Unicorn Lari Don Folktale 

Unicorns, Magic, 
Confronting Your Fears, 

Friendship, Mental 
Wellbeing 

Scotland 
(Magical, 

Historical) 
No 

2022 4 - 7 The Tall Tale of the 
Giant’s Causeway Lari Don Folktale 

Giants, Giant’s 
Causeway, Trickery, 
Conflict Resolution 

Ireland, 
Scotland No 

D

https://www.alandapre.com/free-stuff.html
https://www.alandapre.com/free-stuff.html


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

E 

2019 4+ The Snow Dragon Abi Elphinstone Fantasy 
Adoption, Belonging, 

Magic, Hope, 
Adventure 

England & 
Scotland No 

2022 4+ The Frost Goblin Abi Elphinstone Fantasy 
Belonging, Magic, 

Adventure, Courage, 
Winter 

England No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

G 

2024 3 - 7 An Island Alphabet Debi Gliori Early Learning: 
Alphabet Books 

Traditions, Scottish 
History, Christmas 

Traditions 
The Hebrides No 

2024 3 - 7 The Tobermory Cat Debi Gliori Humorous Fiction Island Life, Animals, 
Cats, Humour Isle of Mull No 

E
G



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

H 

2025 4 - 7 Abdullah’s Bear 
Needs A Name Yasmin Hanif Contemporary Issue: 

Diversity & Inclusion 

Identity, Family, 
Belonging,  

Importance of Culture/ 
Heritage/ Traditions 

Contemporary 
Home Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

M 

2024 5+ The Great Auks 
Great Escape Louisa MacDougall Historical Fiction 

Extinction, Child 
Labour, Activism 

Environment, Travel, 
Islands 

St Kilda, The 
Hebrides Yes 

2024 3+ The Highland Cowgirl Louisa MacDougall Humorous Fiction 

Friendship, Resilience, 
Wild West, Farming, 

Contrasting 
Environments 

Scottish City, 
Scottish 

Highlands 
Yes 

2025 3+ The Highland Cowgirl: 
Showtime Louisa MacDougall Humorous Fiction 

Highland Games, 
Agricultural Shows, 
Highland Dancing. 

Friendship & 
Determination 

Agricultural 
Show in the 
Highlands 

Yes 

H
M

https://www.yasminhanif.com/


2014 4 - 7 The Selkie Girl Janis Mackay Folk Tales Traditional Scottish 
Tales Scotland No 

2021 4 - 7 The Fairy Song Janis Mackay Folk Tales Traditional Scottish 
Tales, Midsummer Scotland No 

2022 3 - 6 The Wee Seal Janis Mackay Contemporary Issue: 
Environment 

Environment, 
Conservation, Nature Orkney No 

2019 3+ The Station Mouse Meg McLaren Humorous Fiction Bravery, Kindness, 
Change 

Fantasy 
World Yes 

2022 3+ Peep! Meg McLaren Humorous Fiction New Friends, Anxiety, 
Self-confidence, 

Fantasy 
World Yes 

2023 3+ Wee 
Unicorn Meg McLaren Humorous Fiction 

Identity, Belonging, 
Friendship,  

Self-Confidence 

Fantasy 
World Yes 

2017 2 - 5 Isla and Pickle 
(Books 1-3) Kate McLelland Humorous Fiction Shetland Pony, 

Friendship 
Scottish 
Islands Yes 

2020 2 - 5 Hello Scottish Animals Kate McLelland Humorous Fiction Animals Scotland No 

2023 2 - 5 Hello Scottish Birds Kate McLelland Humorous Fiction Birds Scotland No 

https://megmclaren.com/
https://megmclaren.com/
https://megmclaren.com/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2018/06/isla-pickle-activity-pack/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

N 
2012 3 - 6 Thistle Street Mike Nicholson Contemporary Issue: 

Community Scots Language Scotland No 

2025 3 - 6 
My Granny Went  
to Scotland and  

She Brought Back... 
Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Memory Game, 

Holidays Scotland No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

P 

2025 3 - 7 The Queen of the Birds Karine Polwart Folk Tales 

Friendship, Family 
Relationships,  
Coming of Age, 
Peer Pressure 

Scottish 
Islands No 

2025 3 - 7 A Wee Bird Was 
Watching Karine Polwart Folk Tales 

Friendship, Family 
Relationships,  
Coming of Age, 
Peer Pressure 

Scottish 
Islands No 

N
P



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

R 

2025 3 - 7 12 Days o Yule: 
A Scottish Christmas Susan Rennie Folk Tales 

Traditions, Scottish 
History, Christmas 

Traditions 
Scotland No 

2011 3 - 6 Lewis Clowns Around Lynne Rickards Humorous Fiction Animals, 
Puffins Scotland No 

2013 3 - 6 Harris the Hero Lynne Rickards Humorous Fiction Animals, 
Puffins Isle of May No 

2016 3 - 6 Skye the Puffling Lynne Rickards Humorous Fiction Animals, 
Puffins Firth of Forth No 

2018 3 - 6 Rowan the Red Squirrel Lynne Rickards Contemporary Issue: 
Environment 

Animals, 
Red Squirrel 

Scottish 
Highlands Yes 

2020 3 - 6 Willow the Wildcat Lynne Rickards Contemporary Issue: 
Environment 

Animals, Endangered 
Species 

Scottish 
Highlands No 

2022 3 - 6 Oran the Curious Otter Lynne Rickards Contemporary Issue: 
Environment 

Animals, 
Otter Scotland No 

2023 3 - 6 Maisie the Mountain 
Hare Lynne Rickards Contemporary Issue: 

Environment Animals Cairngorms No 

R

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2018/02/features-teachers-rowan-red-squirrel/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

S 

2019 4 - 7 Greyfriars Bobby: 
A Puppy’s Tale Michelle Sloan Folk tales 

Traditional Scottish 
Tales, Folklore, 

Legends 
Edinburgh No 

2024 2 - 6 What Colour Are 
Your Wellies? Zoë Stevenson Humorous Fiction Exploration, Colours, 

Species Identification Hebrides No 

S



Picture Book Database – Independently Published Books 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

A 

2021 3 - 6 Pandas go Dippy Honor Allen Humorous fiction 
Pandas, Adventure, 

Public Transport, 
Dinosaurs, Museums 

Glasgow No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

C 

2023 3 - 8 Lapin is Hungry Tania Czajka Humorous Fiction 

English & French 
language, Problem 

Solving, Sharing,  
Healthy Food 

France, 
Garden Yes 

2024 3 - 8 Lapin is Cold Tania Czajka Humorous Fiction 

English & French 
Language, Problem 

Solving, Sharing, Keeping 
Warm 

France, 
Garden in 

Winter 
Yes 

A
C

https://lepetitmonde.co.uk/
https://lepetitmonde.co.uk/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

F 

2025 5 - 7 Bob’s Magic Boots Linsey Fletcher 

Contemporary Issue: 
Social & Emotional 

Development 

Dogs, Pirates, 
Overcoming 
Challenges 

Ireland and 
Scotland 

No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

H 

2024 3 - 5 Captain Kit Kathryn Holme Humorous fiction Friendship,  
Healthy Eating 

Contemporary, 
Pirate Ship No 

2020 3 - 6 Granny Came to Visit Marion C. Husband 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

Family, Kindness 
Grandparents 
Forgetfulness 
Hats, Knitting 

Home No 

2022 5 - 7 The Friendship 
Bench Marion C. Husband 

Contemporary Issue: 
Social & Emotional 

Development 

Kindness, Friendship, 
Dealing with 

Emotions, Sharing 
Worries with Adults 

School 
Playground No 

2024 3 - 7 Is This the Way  
to Brodie Castle? Marion C. Husband 

Contemporary Issue: 
Social & Emotional 

Development 

Adventure,  
Friendship, Kindness 

Scottish Castles 
Mapping Skills 

Scotland No 

F
H



2020 –
2022 3 - 6 Seordag Stories: 

Books 1-16 David Hutchison Science Fiction, 
Folk Tales Family, Home, Friends 

Assynt, 
Scottish 

Highlands 
Yes 

2020 – 
2022 

3 - 6 Stòiridhean Seòrdag 
- Leabhar 1-16

Daibhidh 
MacÙistean 

Science Fiction, 
Folk Tales 

Gaelic Language, 
Family, Home, Friends 

Assynt, 
Scottish 

Highlands 
Yes 

2023 6 - 8 A Tail Tall Tale David Hutchison Science Fiction, 
Folk Tales Alternative Families At Sea, 1800s No 

2024 6 - 8 Uirsgeul Earbaill Daibhidh 
MacÙistean 

Science Fiction, 
Folk Tales Alternative Families At Sea, 1800s No 

2024 3 - 6 Seordag Stories: 
The Full Coop David Hutchison Science Fiction, 

Folk Tales 
Family, Home,  
Friends, Music 

Assynt, 
Scottish 

Highlands 
Yes 

2024 3 - 6 
Sreath Sgeulachdan 

Seòrdag:  
An Crò Iomlan 

Daibhidh 
MacÙistean 

Science Fiction, 
Folk Tales 

Family, Home,  
Friends, Music 

Assynt, 
Scottish 

Highlands 
Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

J 

2018 3 - 7 Bertie the Buffalo Wendy H. Jones 
Humorous Fiction, 

Contemporary Issue: 
Diversity & Inclusion 

Family, Friends, 
Understanding & 

Accepting Differences 
Scotland No 

2021 3 - 7 Bertie at the 
Worldwide Games Wendy H. Jones 

Humorous Fiction, 
Contemporary Issue: 
Diversity & Inclusion 

Animals of the World, 
National Dress, 

Working Together, 
Friendship 

Scotland & 
Japan No 

H
J

https://www.seordagstories.scot/webappenglish/
https://www.seordagstories.scot/St%C3%B2iridheanSe%C3%B2rdag.html
https://www.seordagstories.scot/
https://www.seordagstories.scot/St%C3%B2iridheanSe%C3%B2rdag.html


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

L 

2025 3 - 5 Mousey Mornings Fiona Lowry 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

Friendship, Teamwork, 
Learning to Help Others 

House – 
Below Stairs Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

M 

2021 3 - 8 
Winston the Bear and 

the Dragon of the 
Black Firs 

Catherine 
MacCulloch Humorous Fiction 

Adventure & Quest, 
Scottish Nature, 

Mystery & Folklore, 
History & Heritage, 

Bravery 

The 
Highlands Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

N 

2024 8-12 The Disappearing 
Island Susanna Naismith 

Fantasy, 
Contemporary Issue: 

Environmental 
Issues 

Environmental Issues, 
Loss & Grief, 

Home & Heritage 

Fantasy 
World & 

Scottish NW 
Coast 

No 

L
M
N

https://www.fionalowryauthor.com/teacher-resources
https://www.winstonthebear.co.uk/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

P 

2018 3 - 7 Corrie’s Capers: 
The Westie Fest Alison Page Contemporary Issue: 

Family Dynamics 

Scotland, 
Highland Games, 
Family Relations 

Isle of Arran No 

2019 3 - 7 Corrie’s Capers: 
The Tattoo Toorie Alison Page Contemporary Issue: 

Scotland, 
Overcoming Fears, 

Family Relations 
Edinburgh No 

2020 3 - 8 Corrie’s 
Curling Capers Alison Page Contemporary Issue: 

Scotland, 
Highland Clearances, 

Sport & Culture 

Isle of Arran & 
Glasgow No 

2022 3 - 7 Corrie’s 
Library Capers Alison Page Contemporary Issue: 

Library Outreach, 
Importance of Books, 

Helping Others 
Isle of Arran No 

2024 3 - 7 Corrie’s 
Paper Capers Alison Page Contemporary Issue: 

Dealing with Dilemmas 
Scotland/Australia 
New Ferry Service 

Isle of Arran & 
Sydney No 

P



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

S 

2005-2012 3 - 7 Hamish McHaggis 
(Series: 9 books) Linda Strachan Fantasy 

Animals, Friendship, 
Geography & History 

of Scotland, 
Clans & Ancestry 

Scotland Yes 

2025 3 - 7 Fly High, Little Puffling Frances Stickley Fantasy 
Friendship, Coming of 

Age, Peer Pressure, 
Family Relationships 

Scottish 
Islands No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

W 

2018 3-8 Once Upon a Unicorn Isla 
Wynter Fantasy 

Friendship, Forgiveness 
Helping Others,  

Self-determination,  
Fantasy World No 

2018 
- 2019 3 - 6 

The Little Llama: 
Meets a Unicorn/ Gets a Cat/ 

Learns About Christmas/ 
Dreams of Space 

Isla 
Wynter 

Fantasy, 
Science Fiction 

Animals, Magic, 
Self-Confidence, Space 

Travel, Inspiration 
Friendship, Christmas 

S. America/
Fantasy World/ 

Home/ 
Forest 

No 

2019 2 - 6 

The Little Ghost: 
Who Didn't Like to Be Scary/ 

Who Didn't Want to Be Mean/ 
and the Little Witch 

Isla 
Wynter Fantasy 

Halloween, Magic, 
Self-confidence, Cats, 

Witch, Compassion, 
Friendship 

Fantasy World: 
Castle No 

S
W

https://www.lindastrachan.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/hamish_mchaggis_notes-School-resources-2020.pdf


2019 3 - 6 Lucy the Mermaid and the 
Easter Egg Hunt  

Isla 
Wynter 

Fantasy Easter, School,  
Marine Animals 

Fantasy World; 
Ocean No 

2019 3 - 7 The Day Grandpa Bunny 
Forgot Ben's Name 

Isla 
Wynter 

Contemporary Issue: 
Social & Emotional 

Development,  
Family Dynamics 

Dementia, Health,  
Old age, Tolerance, 

Emotions 

Fantasy world; 
Care Home No 

2019 
- 2021 3 - 7 

Nessie and the 
Holiday Surprise/ 

Nessie Celebrates Christmas 

Isla 
Wynter 

Fantasy, 
Contemporary Issue: 
Environmental Issues 

Climate Change, 
Friendship, Scotland, 

New Experiences, 
Travel, Compassion/ 

Christmas 

Loch Ness, 
Scotland No 

2020 3 - 7 Even Reindeer Wear Masks Isla 
Wynter Fantasy Christmas, Illness, 

Empathy 
Fantasy World, 

North Pole No 

2020 3 - 7 The Bunny on the Moon Isla 
Wynter Fantasy Loneliness, Friendship Fantasy World, 

Space No 

2021 3 - 7 The Whale Who  
Felt a Little Blue 

Isla 
Wynter 

Fantasy, 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

Depression, Mental 
Health, Mermaid, 

Marine Life, Friendship 
Ocean No 

2022 3 - 6 The Pink Ghost Isla 
Wynter Fantasy 

Tolerance, Diversity, 
Independence, 

Bullying, Colours 

Fantasy World: 
Castle No 

2024 4 - 8 My First Science Alphabet Isla 
Wynter 

Non Fiction: 
Reference, 

Encyclopaedia 

Science, Biology, 
Chemistry, Space, 

Medicine 
N/A No 

2025 3-7 The Koala on the Moon Isla 
Wynter 

Fantasy, 
Science Fiction 

Space, Animals, 
Dreams, History of 

Space Travel, 

Space, 
Jungle No 



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

Y 

2015 3 - 6 Witch Hitch Greta Yorke Fantasy 
Number, Colour, 

Repetition,  
Rhyme, Recall 

Contemporary No 

2016 5 - 8 Tartan Witch Greta Yorke Fantasy Introduction to 
Scots Language Contemporary No 

2018 5 - 8 How the Pirates 
Turned the Tide Greta Yorke Fantasy 

Environment, 
Lifestyle, Recycling 

Plastic Pollution 
Contemporary No 

2020 5 - 8 Tartan Witch and the 
Highland Escapade Greta Yorke Fantasy Scots Language, 

Scots culture Contemporary No 

2023 4 - 7 The Prickle Picker Greta Yorke Fantasy Autumn, Hibernation 
Woodland Creatures Contemporary No 

Y



Early Chapter Book Database – Traditionally Published Books 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

A 

2018 7-10 A Secret Diary of the 
First World War Gill Arbuthnott Historical Fiction First World War, WW 1, 

Scottish History 
Dalkeith 

1914 - 1921 No 

2021 7-10 The Amazing Life of 
Mary, Queen of Scots Gill Arbuthnott Historical Fiction Mary Queen of Scots Scotland 

16th Century Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

C 

2021 6+ Tiger Warrior: Attack of 
the Dragon King Maisie Chan Fantasy Adventure, Zodiac Animals, 

Chinese Mythology, Family 
Fictional & Ancient 

Chinese Land Yes 

2021 6+ Tiger Warrior: War of the 
Fox Demons Maisie Chan Fantasy Adventure, Zodiac Animals, 

Chinese Mythology, Family 
Fictional & Ancient 

Chinese Land Yes 

2022 6+ Tiger Warrior: Rise of the 
Lion Beast Maisie Chan Fantasy Adventure, Zodiac Animals, 

Chinese Mythology, Family 
Fictional & Ancient 

Chinese Land Yes 

A
C

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Code-Breaker-worksheet-2.pdf
https://www.maisiechan.com/tiger-warrior-series-school-resources/
https://www.maisiechan.com/tiger-warrior-series-school-resources/
https://www.maisiechan.com/tiger-warrior-series-school-resources/


2023 6+ Tiger Warrior: Battle for 
the Jade Rabbit Maisie Chan Fantasy Adventure, Zodiac Animals, 

Chinese Mythology, Family 
Fictional & Ancient 

Chinese Land Yes 

2024 6+ Tiger Warrior: Fight for 
the Cursed Unicorn Maisie Chan Fantasy Adventure, Zodiac Animals, 

Chinese Mythology, Family 
Fictional & Ancient 

Chinese Land Yes 

2024 6+ Tiger Warrior: Clash of 
the Dragon Masters Maisie Chan Fantasy Adventure, Zodiac Animals, 

Chinese Mythology, Family 
Fictional & Ancient 

Chinese Land Yes 

2022 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Tomas and Ironskin Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Family Fantasy World Yes 

2022 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Cara and Silverthief Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Friendship, Trust Fantasy World Yes 

2022 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Ellis and Pathseeker Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Puzzles, Mazes Fantasy World Yes 

2022 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Mira and Flameteller Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Invention, 

Perseverance Fantasy World Yes 

2022 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Kai and Boneshadow Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Power, 

Friendship, Secrets Fantasy World Yes 

2022 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Erin and Rockhammer Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Self-Control, 

Self-Belief Fantasy World Yes 

2023 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Connor and Lightspirit Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Puzzles, Secrets Fantasy World Yes 

2023 7-10 Dragon Storm: 
Skye and Soulsinger Alastair Chisholm Fantasy Dragons, Self-Belief, Bravery Fantasy World Yes 

https://www.maisiechan.com/tiger-warrior-series-school-resources/
https://www.maisiechan.com/tiger-warrior-series-school-resources/
https://www.maisiechan.com/tiger-warrior-series-school-resources/
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf
https://alastairc.com/resources/dragon-storm/dragon-storm-sheet.pdf


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

D 

2019 7-9 Help! I Smell a Monster Justin Davies Humorous 
Fiction 

Friendship, 
Teamwork, 

Self-Discovery 

Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Job Agency for Monsters Yes 

2020 7-9 Whoa! I Spy a Werewolf Justin Davies Humorous 
Fiction 

Teamwork, 
Difference, 

Finding Courage, 

Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Job Agency for Monsters No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

M 

2024 6-9 Rory and the Snack 
Dragons Louisa MacDougall 

Fantasy, 
Humorous 

Fiction 

Dragons, Healthy Eating, 
Gardening & Produce, 
Unlikely Friendships 

Fantasy 
Scotland & the 

Dragons’ Realm 
Yes 

2025 6-9 Rory and the Balloon 
Bicycles Louisa MacDougall 

Fantasy, 
Humorous 

Fiction 

Dragons, Cycling, 
Recycling a& Upcycling 

Unlikely Friendships 

Fantasy 
Scotland & the 

Dragons’ Realm 
Yes 

2024 6-9
Watts and Whiskerton: 

Buried Bones and 
Troublesome Treasure 

Meg McLaren Humorous 
fiction 

Teamwork, Mysteries, 
Friendship 

Fantasy 
World No 

D
M

https://justindaviesauthor.com/resources/
https://louisamacdougall.co.uk/resources/
https://louisamacdougall.co.uk/resources/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

N 
2017 6 – 9 Museum Mystery Squad and the 

Case of the Moving Mammoth Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Mystery, Mammoth Museum No 

2017 6 – 9 Museum Mystery Squad and the 
Case of the Hidden Hieroglyphics Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Ancient Egyptians Museum Yes 

2017 6 – 9 Museum Mystery Squad and the 
Case of the Curious Coins Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Robots Museum Yes 

2018 6 – 9 Museum Mystery Squad and the 
Case of the Roman Riddle Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Romans Museum Yes 

2018 6 – 9 Museum Mystery Squad and the 
Case of the Vanishing Viking Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Vikings Museum Yes 

2023 6 – 9 Museum Mystery Squad and 
the Case from Outer Space Mike Nicholson Humorous Fiction Space Museum Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

S 
2019 6-10 The Baby Deer Rescue 

(Animal Adventure Club 1) Michelle Sloan Contemporary 
Issue: Environment 

Animals, environment, 
conservation, wildlife 

Nature 
Reserve No 

2019 6-10 The Baby Otter Rescue 
(Animal Adventure Club 2) Michelle Sloan Contemporary 

Issue: Environment 
Animals, environment, 
conservation, wildlife 

Nature 
Reserve No 

2020 6-10 The Baby Red Squirrel Rescue 
(Animal Adventure Club 3) Michelle Sloan Contemporary 

Issue: Environment 
Animals, environment, 
conservation, wildlife 

Nature 
Reserve Yes 

N
S

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2017/03/hidden-hieroglyphics-puzzle-time/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2017/07/draw-your-own-robot-with-the-museum-mystery-squad/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2018/04/features-for-teachers-roman-riddles/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2018/11/features-for-teachers-norse-code/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2023/04/features-for-teachers-outer-space-with-the-museum-mystery-squad/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2020/08/red-squirrel-activities/


Middle Grade Book Database – Traditionally Published Books 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

A 

2017 9-12 Charlie's Promise Annemarie Allen Historical Fiction 
WW2, Refugees, 

Judaism, Friendship, 
Kristallnacht 

Edinburgh 
1939 No 

2020 8-12 Breaker Annemarie Allen Contemporary Issue: 
Environmental Issues 

Firth of Forth, Sea Life 
Oil Disaster, Community, 

Activism,  
North Berwick Yes 

2020 8-12 Friend Me Sheila M. Averbuch 

Science Fiction, 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

Bullying, Friendship, 
Online Identities, 

Artificial Intelligence 

Contemporary 
Massachusetts Yes 

A

https://www.cranachanpublishing.co.uk/resources/
https://www.sheilamaverbuch.com/for-teachers/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

B 

2025 10-12 Shadow Thieves Peter Burns Historical Fiction 
Identity, Colonialism, 
Friendship, Bullying, 

Chosen Family 

1930s London & 
the Alps No 

2012 7-12 
An Illustrated 

Treasury of Scottish 
Folk and Fairy Tales 

Theresa Breslin Folk Tales Myths & Legends Scotland No 

2015 7-12 
An Illustrated 

Treasury of Scottish 
Mythical Creatures 

Theresa Breslin Folk Tales Myths & Legends Scotland No 

2019 7-12 
An Illustrated 

Treasury of Scottish 
Castle Legends 

Theresa Breslin Folk Tales Scottish History, 
Myths & Legends 

Edinburgh, Glamis, 
Dumfries, Stirling, 

Isle of Skye 
No 

2022 7-12 
Illustrated Legends of 

Scotland’s Kings 
and Queens 

Theresa Breslin 
Historical 

Fiction, 
Folk Tales 

Scottish History, 
Myths & Legends Scotland Yes 

2024 7-12 
An Illustrated 

Treasury of 
Dragon Tales 

Theresa Breslin Folk Tales 

Dragons, Myths & 
Legends, Stories 
From Around the 

World 

Fantasy World No 

B

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2022/09/scotlands-kings-and-queens-activities/


Publication 
Year

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

C 

2021 8-12 
Danny Chung 
Does Not Do 

Maths 
Maisie Chan 

Contemporary Issue: 
Family Dynamics, 

Diversity & Inclusion 

STEAM, Finding Your Own Voice, 
Intergenerational Relationships, 

Friendship, 
Birmingham Yes 

2022 9-12 
Keep 

Dancing, 
Lizzie Chu 

Maisie Chan 
Contemporary Issue: 

Family Dynamics, 
Diversity & Inclusion 

Dementia, Road Trip, Kinship 
Care, Fandom, 

Strictly Come Dancing, 

Glasgow & 
Blackpool Yes 

2025 9-12 
Nate Yu’s 

Blast From 
the Past 

Maisie Chan 
Contemporary Issue: 

Family Dynamics, 
Diversity & Inclusion 

Untold Histories, WW1, Moving 
Home, Chinese Labour Corp, 

Transracial Adoption, LBGTQIA 
Families 

Liverpool Yes 

2020 9-13 Orion Lost Alastair Chisholm Science Fiction Empowerment, Artificial 
Intelligence, Space Exploration, Starship No 

2021 9-13 Adam-2 Alastair Chisholm Science Fiction Robots, Empathy Post-Apocalyptic 
Edinburgh No 

2022 9-13 
The 

Consequence 
Girl 

Alastair Chisholm Science Fiction Fixing the Future, Power, 
Dealing with Catastrophe 

Post-Apocalyptic 
World No 

2024 9-13 I Am Wolf Alastair Chisholm Science Fiction Tribalism, Cooperation, 
Limb Difference 

Post-Apocalyptic 
World No 

2024 9-12 
Reek 

(A Barrington 
Stoke Book) 

Alastair Chisholm Science Fiction, 
Contemporary Issue: 
Environmental Issues 

Invention, Poverty, 
Climate Change 

Future World 
(Leith, 

Edinburgh) 
No 

2025 9-13 I Am Raven Alastair Chisholm Science Fiction Courage, Fear, 
Artificial Intelligence 

Post-Apocalyptic 
World Yes 

C

https://www.maisiechan.com/danny-chung-resources/
https://www.maisiechan.com/keep-dancing-lizzie-chu-resources/
https://www.maisiechan.com/nate-yu-s-blast-from-the-past-school-resources/


2025 9-12 
Blitzers 

(A Barrington 
Stoke Book) 

Alastair Chisholm 

Science Fiction, 
Contemporary Issue: 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

Gaming, Robots, 
Toxic Masculinity Online Games No 

Publication 
Year

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

D 

2023 9-12 Haarville Justin 
Davies 

Fantasy, 
Humorous 

Fiction 
Friendship, Trust, Loyalty Fictional 

Scottish Island Yes 

2025 9-12 Firebloom Justin 
Davies 

Fantasy, 
Humorous 

Fiction 

Family Legacy, Identity, Dealing 
with Expectations 

Fictional 
Scottish Island Yes 

2008 8-12 
Fabled Beast Chronicles: 

First Aid for Fairies and 
Other Fabled Beasts 

Lari Don Fantasy 
Magic, Adventure, First Aid, 

Making Friends, 
Problem Solving 

Scottish 
Borders, Orkney, 

Edinburgh 
No 

2009 8-12 
Fabled Beast Chronicles: 

Wolf Notes and 
Other Musical Mishaps 

Lari Don Fantasy Magic, Adventure, Friendship& 
Rivalry, Problem-Solving, Music Highlands, Skye No 

2010 9-12 Rocking Horse War Lari Don Fantasy 
Magic, Adventure, Problem-

Solving, First World War 
Aftermath, Sibling Conflict 

Highland 
Perthshire No 

2011 8-12 
Fabled Beast Chronicles: 

Storm Singing and 
Other Tangled Tasks 

Lari Don Fantasy 
Magic, Adventure, Problem-

Solving, Selkies, Coping with 
Fears, 

North Coast of 
Scotland No 

2012 8-12 
Fabled Beast Chronicles: 

Maze Running and 
Other Magical Missions 

Lari Don Fantasy 
Magic, Adventure, Problem-

Solving, Teamwork, 
Coping with Failure 

Scottish 
Borders, 
Cromarty 
Highlands 

No 

D

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2023/02/features-for-teachers-haarville/
https://justindaviesauthor.com/resources/


2013 8-12 
Breaking the Spell Stories of 

Magic and Mystery 
from Scotland 

Lari Don Folk Tales Folk Tales, Magic, Traditional 
Tales, Storytelling Scotland No 

2013 8-12 
Girls, Goddesses and Giants, 

Stories of Heroines from 
Around the World 

Lari Don 
Non-Fiction: 

Traditional 
Tales 

Strong girls, Problem Solving, 
Defeating Your Own Monsters, 

Happy Endings, Diversity 
International No 

2013 8-12 
Winter’s Tales, 

Stories of Winter from 
Around the World 

Lari Don 
Non-Fiction: 

Traditional 
Tales 

Winter tales, Diversity, Seasonal 
Myths, Traditional World Tales, 

Storytelling 
International No 

2015 8-12 

Serpents and Werewolves, 
Stories of Animal 

Shapeshifters from Around 
the World 

Lari Don 
Non-Fiction: 

Traditional 
Tales 

Shapeshifting, Werewolves, 
Diversity, Traditional World Tales, 

Storytelling 
International No 

2016 8-12 The Dragon’s Hoard, Stories 
from the Viking Sagas Lari Don Non-Fiction: 

Norse Sagas 
Vikings, Norse Sagas, Magic, 

Dragons, Longships 

Scandinavia, 
British Isles, 

North America 
No 

2016 8-12 
Horse of Fire, 

and Other Stories 
from Around the World 

Lari Don 
Non-Fiction: 

Traditional 
Tales 

Horses, Unicorns, Diversity, 
Traditional World Tales, 

Storytelling 
International No 

2016 8-12 Spellchasers: The Beginner’s 
Guide to Curses Lari Don Fantasy Magic, Adventure, Teamwork 

Problem-Solving, Making Friends, 
North-East 
Scotland No 

2017 8-12 
Spellchasers: 

The Shapeshifter’s Guide 
to Running Away 

Lari Don Fantasy Magic, Adventure, Problem-
Solving, teamwork, shapeshifting 

North-East 
Scotland No 

2017 8-12 Spellchasers: The Witch’s 
Guide to Running Away Lari Don Fantasy Magic, adventure, Problem-

Solving, Teamwork, Friendship 
North-East 
Scotland No 

2020 8-12 
Fierce, Fearless and Free, 

Girls in Myths and Legends 
from Around the World 

Lari Don 
Non-Fiction:  

Traditional 
Tales 

Strong Girls, Defeating Your 
Monsters, Problem-Solving, 

Happy Endings, Diversity 
International No 

2025 7-12 Celtic Folk and Fairy Tales Lari Don Folk Tales Celtic Mythology & 
Folk Tales 

Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales, 

Cornwall, Isle of 
Man, Brittany 

No 



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

E 

2023 10-14 Finding Treasure 
Island 

Robin Scott-Elliot Historical fiction 

Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Victorians, Based on Real 

People & Events, 
Mystical Adventure 

Aberdeenshire 
1881 No 

2015 8+ The Dreamsnatcher Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Friendship, 
Family, Magic, Courage Fantasy World Yes 

2016 8+ The Shadow Keeper Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Friendship, 
Family, Magic, Courage Fantasy world No 

2017 8+ The Night Spinner Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Friendship, 
Family, Magic, Courage 

Fantasy world 
(Based on 
Scotland) 

No 

2018 8+ Sky Song Abi Elphinstone Fantasy 
Adventure, Diversity, 

Down’s Syndrome, Nature, 
Hope 

Fantasy world 
(Based on the 

Arctic) 
Yes 

2019 8+ Everdark (Dyslexia- 
Friendly Format) Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Magic, 

Dyslexia, Courage Fantasy World No 

2019 8+ Rumblestar Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Magic, OCD, 
Courage, Friendship Fantasy World No 

2020 8+ Jungledrop Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Magic, Twins, 
Courage, Friendship Fantasy World No 

E

https://www.abielphinstone.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/The-Dreamsnatcher-Scheme-of-Work.pdf
https://www.abielphinstone.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SKY-SONG-resources.pdf


2021 8+ The Crackledawn 
Dragon Abi Elphinstone Fantasy 

Adventure, Magic, 
Adoption, Courage, 

Friendship 
Fantasy World No 

2022 8+ Saving Neverland Abi Elphinstone Fantasy 
Adventure, Magic, Growing 

Up, 
Siblings, Hope 

Fantasy World 
(Based on  

J.M. Barrie’s
Neverland) 

No 

2024 7+ Ember Spark & The 
Thunder of Dragons 

Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Magic, Divorce, 
Friendship, Courage Scotland No 

2024 7+ Ember Spark &  
The Frost Phoenix Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Magic, 

Friendship, Hope, Courage Arctic No 

2025 7+ Ember Spark & The 
Unicorn’s Secret Abi Elphinstone Fantasy Adventure, Magic, 

Friendship, Hope, Courage 
Amazon 

Rainforest No 

2017 8-11 Ruby McCracken: 
Tragic without Magic Elizabeth Ezra Humorous 

Fiction 

Moving to a New Place (or 
Country), New School, 

Being Different; 
Homesickness 

Edinburgh No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

F 

2018 9 -12 The Wreck of the Argyll John K Fulton Historical Fiction 

World War One, WW1, 
Spy Thriller, Action,  

North Sea,  
Based on Real Events 

Dundee 1915 No 

E
F



Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

H 

2020 7-12 Tiger Skin Rug Joan Haig Fantasy 

Home & Belonging, 
Friendship & Family, 

Animal Conservation, 
Magical Adventure 

Scotland, 
England, 

India 

Yes 
& 

Yes 

2022 8-12 
Talking History: 

150 Years of Speakers 
and Speeches 

Joan Haig & 
Joan Lennon 

Non-Fiction: 
History 

Speeches, rhetoric, 
Public Speaking, Global 

Yes 
& 

Yes 

2023 8-12 
Great Minds: 

2500 Years of Thinkers 
and Philosophy 

Joan Haig & 
Joan Lennon 

Non-Fiction: 
History, 

Philosophy 

Philosophy, 
History of Ideas, 
Critical Thinking 

Global No 

2016 9-13 Fir for Luck Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction 

Highland Clearances, 
Highlands, Sutherland, 

Women’s History 
Durness Yes 

2017 8-12 Punch Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction 

Highlands, Victorians, 
Based on Real Events, 

Puppetry, 
Travelling Circus, 

Inverness, Perth, 
Edinburgh, 

Royal Deeside 
Yes 

2018 8-13 Wilderness Wars Barbara Henderson 
Contemporary 

Issue: 
Environmental 

Wilderness, Rewilding, 
Eco, Nature, Western 

Isles, Island Living 

Fictional 
Hebridean Island Yes 

2019 8-12 Black Water Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction Robert Burns, Smuggling Dumfries, Annan Yes 

2020 8-12 The Siege of 
Caerlaverock Barbara Henderson Historical 

Wars of Scottish 
Independence, 

Middle Ages, Castles 

Caerlaverock & 
Dumfries Yes 

H

https://joanhaig.substack.com/p/tiger-skin-rug-extras
https://joanhaigbooks.com/schools/
https://joanhaig.substack.com/p/talking-history-extras
https://joanhaigbooks.com/schools/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/


2021 8-12 The Chessmen Thief Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction 

Vikings, Middle Ages, 
Lewis Chess Pieces, 

Chess 

Trondheim, 
Orkney, Lewis, 

Harris 
Yes 

2022 9-13 The Reluctant Rebel Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction 

Jacobites, Bonnie Prince 
Charlie, Culloden 

Lochaber 
Inverness, 

Ruthven 
Yes 

2023 8-12 Rivet Boy Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction 

Victorians, STEM, bridges, 
Forth Bridge, Engineering, 

Famous Victorians 
Libraries 

Edinburgh & Fife Yes 

2024 8-13 The Boy, the Witch & 
the Queen of Scots Barbara Henderson Historical 

Fiction 

Mary, Queen of Scots, 
Reformation, Tudors, 

Stuarts 

Edinburgh, 
Huntly, Stirling, 

Inverness 
Yes 

2025 8-12 I Don’t Do Mountains Barbara Henderson 
Contemporary 

Issue: 
Environmental 

The Great Outdoors, 
Eco Adventure 

Mountains, Rewilding, 
Land use, Wildlife 

Cairngorms Yes 

2025 8-12 To War with Wallace Barbara Henderson Historical 
Fiction 

Wars of Scottish 
Independence, 

William Wallace & 
Andrew de Moray 

Chester, 
Bothwell, Avoch/ 

Black Isle, 
Inverness, 

Stirling, 
Haddington 

Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

I 

2019 9-12 The Girl Who Lost Her 
Shadow Emily Ilett 

Contemporary 
Issue: 

Environmental 

Mental Health, 
Friendship & Family, 

Environmental Issues 

Fictional 
Scottish 

Island 
Yes 

H
I

https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://www.barbarahenderson.co.uk/resources/
https://emilyilett.com/blog


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

L 

2019 9-12 The God of All 
Small Boys Joseph Lamb Historical Fiction 

World War One, WW1, 
Friendship, Mill-Town, 

Coming-of-Age 
Dundee 1915 No 

2015 9-12 The Mixed-Up Summer 
of Lily McLean Lindsay Littleson 

Contemporary 
Issue: Family 

Dynamics 

Transition from Primary to 
High School, Spooky 
Friendship & Family, 

Largs & 
Isle of Cumbrae, 

North Ayrshire 
Yes 

2017 9-12 The Awkward Autumn 
of Lily McLean Lindsay Littleson 

Contemporary 
Issue: Family 

Dynamics 

Transition from Primary to 
High School, Spooky, 
Friendship & Family 

Largs, 
Isle of Arran 

North Ayrshire 
Yes 

2018 9-12 A Pattern of Secrets Lindsay Littleson Historical Fiction 

Victorians, 
Social Class Disparity 

Perseverance & Resilience, 
Grief & Healing 

Paisley, 
Renfrewshire Yes 

2019 9-12 Guardians of the 
Wild Unicorns Lindsay Littleson Fantasy 

Animal Conservation 
Scottish Folklore, 

Adventure 

Scottish 
Highlands Yes 

2019 9-12 The Titanic Detective 
Agency Lindsay Littleson Historical 

Fiction 

Social Class Disparity 
Friendship & Family 

Loss & Grief 
Titanic Disaster 

On board 
RMS Titanic Yes 

2015 9-12 The Mixed-Up Summer 
of Lily McLean Lindsay Littleson 

Contemporary 
Issue: Family 

Dynamics 

Transition from Primary to 
High School, Spooky 
Friendship & Family, 

Largs & Isle of 
Cumbrae, North 

Ayrshire 
Yes 

2021 9-12 Secrets of the 
Last Merfolk Lindsay Littleson Fantasy Caring for Marine 

Environments, Adventure, 
Scottish Folklore 

Dunure, South 
Ayrshire Yes 

L

https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/


2022 9-12 The Rewilders Lindsay Littleson 
Contemporary 

Issue: 
Environmental 

Reintroduction of Large 
Predators to Scotland, 

Rewilding,  
School Bullying 

Scottish 
Highlands Yes 

2023 9-12 Euro Spies Lindsay Littleson Adventure 
Cultural Exploration, 

Friendship, 
Collaboration & Teamwork 

Paris, Bern, 
Rome, Venice, 

Vienna, 
Amsterdam, 

Brussels 

Yes 

2024 9-12 Ice Cream Boy Lindsay Littleson 

Contemporary 
Issue: Diversity & 

Inclusion, 
Family Dynamics 

Family & friendship, Coping 
with a Relative with 
Dementia, Racism 

Glasgow & 
Tuscany Yes 

2025 9-12 Linnet and the 
Periwinkle Flyer Lindsay Littleson 

Historical 
Fiction, 
Fantasy 

Victorian Times: Inventions, 
Child Labour, Disease, 

History of Flight, 
Steampunk Adventure 

Leeds, England Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

M 

2009 8-12 Magnus Fin and the 
Ocean Quest Janis Mackay Fantasy Selkies, Midsummer North-East 

Scotland No 

2011 8-12 Magnus Fin and the 
Moonlight Mission Janis Mackay Fantasy Selkies North-East 

Scotland No 

2012 8-12 Magnus Fin and the 
Selkie Secret Janis Mackay Fantasy Selkies North-East 

Scotland No 

2013 8-12 The Accidental Time 
Traveller Janis Mackay Fantasy Time Travel, 1812, 

Historical Scotland Yes 

L
M

https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://lindsaylittleson.co.uk/home/resources/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2017/12/accidental-time-traveller-learning-pack/


2015 8-12 The Nowhere 
Emporium Ross MacKenzie Fantasy Fantasy Scotland No 

2018 8-12 The Elsewhere 
Emporium Ross MacKenzie Fantasy Fantasy Orkney No 

2020 8-12 The Otherwhere 
Emporium Ross MacKenzie Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy 

World No 

2016 10-14 Shadowsmith Ross MacKenzie Fantasy, Spooky Fiction, Horror Fantasy 
World No 

2023 9-12 Cloudlanders Chris Mackie Fantasy, 
Humorous Fiction Fantasy, Humour Fantasy 

World Yes 

2017 9-12 School Ship Tobermory Alexander 
McCall Smith 

Adventure, 
Crime & Mystery 

School life, Adventure, 
Doing the Right Thing, 

Friends Working Together, 
Sailing, Community 

Scottish 
Islands No 

2025 10-14 My Name is Samim Fidan Meikle Contemporary Issue: 
Diversity & Inclusion 

Refugee Issues, Asylum 
Seekers, Racism Scotland Yes 

2025 9-13 Star! Michaela Morgan Non -Fiction: 
Biography 

Resilience, Empathy, 
Refugee issues, identity 

Sport and  Success 

Afghanistan 
& Europe No 

2005 9-13 Respect! Michaela Morgan Historical Fiction 

Resilience, Empathy, 
Biography, WW1, 

World War One, Sport, 
Success 

UK and 
Europe No 

2023 7-11 Spectacular Scottish 
Women Eilidh Muldoon Non-Fiction: 

Biography 

Scottish Women, Scottish 
History, Equality, 

Women’s Liberation 
N/A Yes 

2022 10-13 The Sky Beneath 
the Stone Alex Mullarky Fantasy Environment Cumbria Yes 

2024 10-13 The Edge of the 
Silver Sea Alex Mullarky Fantasy Environment Scottish 

Islands Yes 

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2023/09/cloudlanders-activity-pack/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2025/05/features-for-teachers-my-name-is-samim-teacher-resource-pack/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2023/08/whos-your-spectacular-scottish-woman/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2022/02/features-for-teachers-the-sky-beneath-the-stone/
https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2024/08/features-for-teachers-the-edge-of-the-silver-sea/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

N 

2014 9-12 Chill Alex Nye Spooky Fiction 
Friendship, Bullying, 
Outdoor Adventures, 

Jacobites, Ghost 

Ancient House on 
Scottish Moor, 

Sheriffmuir 
Yes 

2014 9-12 Shiver 
(sequel to Chill) Alex Nye Spooky Fiction 

Friendship, Outdoor 
Adventures, Ghosts, 
Plague, Old House 

Ancient House on 
Scottish Moor, 

Sheriffmuir 
Yes 

2015 11-14 Darker Ends Alex Nye Spooky Fiction 
Glencoe Massacre, 

Ghosts, Cave, Blizzard, 
Stranded 

Old Remote Inn 
in Glencoe During 

a Snowstorm 
No 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

P 

2025 7-10 The Notwitches Gary Panton Humorous Fiction Family, Friendship, 
Kindness, Magic, Silliness Fantasy world No 

2025 7-10 The Notwitches: 
Prison Break! Gary Panton Humorous Fiction Family, Friendship, 

Kindness, Magic, Silliness Fantasy world No 

N
P

https://www.florisbooks.co.uk/add/TGChill.pdf
https://www.florisbooks.co.uk/teachers/TGShiver.pdf


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

S 

2019 10-14 The Revenge of Tirpitz Michelle Sloan Historical fiction 
Dual Narrative, Spies, 
World War Two, WW2, 

Thriller 

Shetland 2014 
& Norway 1944 No 

2019 9-12 The Dangerous Lives 
of the Jacobites Linda Strachan Non-Fiction, 

Historical  Fiction 

Family Loyalty, Identity, 
Historical Figures, 
Historical Lifestyle 

Scotland 1745 Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

W 
2017 8-12 Cobalt Squadron Elizabeth Wein Science Fiction Thriller, Sisters, 

Teamwork, Resistance 
The Star Wars 

Universe No 

2018 8-12 Firebird Elizabeth Wein Historical Fiction 

Aviation, World War Two, 
WW2, Survival, Friendship, 

The Russian Revolution, 
Anastasia 

Soviet Union 
during World 

War Two 
No 

2019 8-12 White Eagles Elizabeth Wein Historical Fiction Aviation, World War II, 
WW2, Survival, Friendship 

Poland & 
Europe during 

World War 
Two 

Yes 

2021 8-12 The Last Hawk Elizabeth Wein Historical Fiction 
Aviation, Disability 

World War Two, WW2, 
Hanna Reitsch (test pilot), 

Germany 
during World 

War Two 
No 

S
W

https://discoverkelpies.co.uk/2019/10/features-for-teachers-the-dangerous-lives-of-the-jacobites/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gutVQTVYoK4


2023 8-12 Stateless Elizabeth Wein Historical Fiction Friendship, Aviation, 
Europe, Mystery 1937 Europe Yes 

2018 9 - 12 The Fox Girl and the 
White Gazelle Victoria Williamson 

Contemporary 
Issue: Diversity & 

Inclusion 

Refugee Issues, Bullying, 
Friendship & Family, 
Identity, Belonging 

Glasgow & 
Syria Yes 

2019 9-12 The Boy with the 
Butterfly Mind Victoria Williamson 

Contemporary 
Issue: Diversity & 

Inclusion 

ADHD, Blended Families, 
Friendship, Bullying, 

Belonging 

Glasgow & 
Whitburn Yes 

2021 9-12 Hag Storm Victoria Williamson Historical Fiction 
Robert Burns, Halloween, 
Tam o’ Shanter, Witches, 

Folk Tales 

1771 Ayrshire, 
Scotland Yes 

2022 12-15 War of the Wind Victoria Williamson 
Contemporary 

Issue: Diversity & 
Inclusion 

Hearing Loss, Deaf Issues, 
Disability, Bullying, Science 

Fiction, Wind Turbines 

Fictional 
Scottish 

Island 
Yes 

2023 9-12 The Pawnshop of 
Stolen Dreams Victoria Williamson Fantasy 

Halloween, Friendship, 
Bullying, Capitalism, 

Corporate Greed 
Fantasy world No 

2023 9-12 Norah’s Ark Victoria Williamson 
Contemporary 

Issue: Diversity & 
Inclusion 

Poverty, Homelessness, 
Childhood Illness 

(Leukaemia), Animal 
Welfare, Climate Change 

Hull No 

2023 9-12 The Whistlers 
in the Dark Victoria Williamson Historical Fiction 

Roman Scotland, Antonine 
Wall, Damnonii Tribe, 

Friendship, Colonialism 

158AD, 
Kirkintilloch, 

Scotland 
No 

2024 9-12 Skyfleet: March of 
the Mutabugs Victoria Williamson Science Fiction, 

Fantasy 

Friendship, Disability, 
Aeroplanes, Teamwork, 

Mutant Insects 

Fantasy 
World No 

2025 9-12 
Kittiwake 

Stormhaven and the 
Pirate’s Portolano 

Victoria Williamson Fantasy Friendship, Teamwork, 
Adventure, Family Issues 

Fantasy 
World No 

https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Stateless_BookClubGuide_Updated.pdf?_ga=2.176855781.1577362098.1677785193-1184303015.1675772032
https://strangelymagical.com/resources/
https://strangelymagical.com/resources/
https://strangelymagical.com/resources/
https://strangelymagical.com/resources/


Middle Grade Book Database – Independently Published Books 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

H 

2007 9-12 Storm Hags David Hutchison Science Fiction, 
Fantasy 

Family, Legends, 
Myths, Science 

Fictional 
Scottish Island Yes 

Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

P 

2019 9 -12 Dod Takes Charge Robin David 
Peacock 

Historical 
Fiction 

Boy and His Dog, 
Victorian Working Class, 

Detective Story, Sea Captain, 
Scots Language 

Dundee 
1849 No 

2019 9 -12 Dod Goes to Glasgow Robin David 
Peacock 

Historical 
Fiction 

Boy and His Dog, Disability, 
Victorian working Class 

Detective Story, 
Scots Language 

Glasgow 
1850 No 

2020 9 -12 Dod and the 
Whisky  Smugglers 

Robin David 
Peacock 

Historical 
Fiction 

Boy and His Dog, 
Victorian Working Class, 

Detective Story 
Scots Language 

Perth, Carse of 
Gowrie, Dundee 

1851 
No 

H
P

https://www.davidhutchison.info/stormhags/


Publication 
Year 

For 
Ages Title Author Genre Book 

Themes Setting Resources 
Available? 

Y 

2022 8-12 In the Dark Greta Yorke 
Contemporary 
Issue: Social & 

Emotional Development 

Family Dynamics, 
Environmental Issues, 

Benefits of Talking 
About Problems 

Contemporary No 

Y



The KILTS Team

David Macphail has written dozens of 
children’s books, including the Thorfinn 

the Nicest Viking series and An Amazing 
History Atlas of Scotland. He lives with 

his family in Perthshire.

Alan Dapré is an experienced author of 61 books 
for children and 100 TV scripts. His plays have 

been broadcast on BBC Radio & published for use 
in schools. Alan writes stories for young readers, 

and regularly appears at book festivals, libraries & 
schools. He delivers lively wordplay packed 

interactive events based on his fun-filled books.

Lindsay Littleson is an award-winning middle-grade 
author from Glasgow. Her books include Carnegie-

nominated Guardians of the Wild Unicorns, The 
Titanic Detective Agency and Kelpies Prize-winning 
The Mixed-Up Summer of Lily McLean, which was 

also longlisted for the Waterstones Children's Books 
Prize. Her latest novel, Linnet and the Periwinkle 

Flyer, came out in August 2025.

Barbara Henderson has twice won 
the Historical Association's Young 

Quills Award for her historical 
adventures for children and is a 
founding member of the Time 

Tunnellers. She lives in Inverness 
where she works as a Drama teacher, 

but she is happiest when visiting 
schools and spreading the story-love.

Victoria Williamson is an award-winning 
children’s author from Kirkintilloch, Scotland. 

She has lived and worked in Africa, China and 
America and her novels The Fox Girl and the White 

Gazelle and The Boy with the Butterfly Mind are 
based on her experiences of teaching children with 

diverse backgrounds. Two of her recent novels, 
Norah's Ark and War of the Wind, have been 
nominated for the 2024 Yoto Carnegie Medal.
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